
The Beacon 

Jan - Feb 2014 

 

From the Editor: 

Last November, I was diagnosed as having 

small cell carcinoma on a lymph node on 

the right side of my chest.  I began treat-

ment with chemotherapy in early January.  

I say this for one reason and one reason 

only:  there is always the possibility that 

the chemo and radiation therapies will not 

stop the spread of this cancer; and this 

means that, at one point in time, I may no 

longer be in a position to produce the Bea-

con.  In preparation for that possible event, 

I am asking for your help in finding a suc-

cessor to take over production of this 

newsletter.   

I make an assumption with this request:  

that members of the Huntsville Area Inter-

group are interested and concerned 

enough to desire continued publication of 

the Beacon.    

I first published the Beacon in 1988—and 

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my involvement, 

as editor, over periods of years.  The 

“bottom line”?  I would hate to see the de-

mise of the Beacon, however, if there isn’t 

a person or persons willing to take on the 

task,  then “so be it”.  Regardless, I know 

I’ve done my best to bring news and infor-

mation about the HAIA and its member 

groups in the spirit from which it began—

which was, and is:  “I am responsible; when 

anyone, anywhere reaches out for help, I 

want the hand of A.A. always to be there.  

And for that, I am responsible.” 

As with other facets of A.A., it is your 

choice, within your willingness to serve, 

whether or not the Beacon survives. 

  Bill P., Editor 

 
 

The Beacon Statement 

The Beacon is published to foster unity, facilitate 

communication among AA members and groups 

within the North Alabama area, and present the 

experience and opinions of individual members of 

Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of Alcohol-

ism and recovery from it.  Opinions in The Beacon 

are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a 

whole, nor does publication of any article imply 

endorsement by Alcoholics Anonymous or the 

Huntsville Area Intergroup Association.  We aim to 

be an instrument of carrying the A.A. message, 

and to publish AA related material, including per-

sonal stories of experience strength, and hope—as 

well as what we feel to be important information 

about what is happening in this area.  All material 

is reviewed by the Beacon editor and the Hunts-

ville Area Intergroup Association.  

The Beacon on the Web!   

For those who have access to the “Web”, The Beacon is avail-

able via the internet.  Just visit the AA District 20 web site at: 

http://www.aahuntsvilleal.org and click on the “NEWS” menu 

entry.   Each issue will be posted (in PDF format) for download 

directly after publication.   

  ————————————- 

Beacon Submissions 

To reach the editor with article suggestions, feedback, contri-

butions and ideas:  Email to: beacon@aahsv.org. Or drop off 

at The Beacon mailbox inside the Central Office, 3322 S. Me-

morial Pkwy, Bldg 600, Suite 603, or call 256-885-0323. 

  



 
 

On Cultivating Tolerance -  Dr. Bob and the Good Oldtimers, p. 279 

 

"During nine years in AA I have observed that those who follow the Alcoholics Anonymous pro-

gram with the greatest earnestness and zeal, not only maintain sobriety, but often acquire finer 

characteristics and attitudes as well. One of these is tolerance. Tolerance expresses itself in a 

variety of ways: in kindness and consideration toward the man or woman who is just beginning 

the march along the spiritual path; in the understanding of those who perhaps have been less 

fortunate in educational advantages, and in sympathy toward those whose religious ideas may 

seem to be at great variance with our own. I am reminded in this connection of the picture of a 

hub with its radiating spokes. We all start at the outer circumference and approach our destina-

tion by one of many routes. 

 

To say that one spoke is much better than all the other spokes is true only in the sense of its be-

ing best suited to you as an individual. Human nature is such that without some degree of toler-

ance, each one of us might be inclined to believe that we have found the best or perhaps the 

shortest spoke. Without some tolerance we might tend to become a bit smug or superior -- 

which of course is not helpful to the person we are trying to help, and may be quite painful or ob-

noxious to others. No one of us wishes to do anything which might act as a deterrent to the ad-

vancement of another -- and a patronizing attitude can readily slow up this process. 

 

Tolerance furnishes, as a by-product, a greater freedom from the tendency to cling to precon-

ceived ideas and stubbornly adhered-to opinions. In other words it often promotes an open-

mindedness which is vastly important -- in fact a prerequisite to the successful termination of any 

line of search, whether it be scientific or spiritual. 

 

These, then, are a few of the reasons why an attempt to acquire tolerance should be made by 

each one of us."  

 

From the Editorial column of the July 1944 issue of The Grapevine, written by Dr. Bob of Akron.  

ATTITUDE  by Charles Swindall 

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact  of attitude on life.  Attitude, to me, is more important 

than facts.  It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than 

failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do.  It is more important than appear-

ance, giftedness or skill.  It will make or break a company… a church… a home.  The remarkable thing is 

we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day.  We cannot change our 

past… we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.  We cannot change the inevitable.  

The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude… I am convinced that 

life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it.  And so it is with you...we are in charge of our 

attitudes. 

    Submitted by Troy H. (Harvest Group) 



 

  



  

HAIA Answering Service  

Volunteer Opportunities 

Following is a list of openings at the Central Office 

for volunteers to answer the A.A. “hotline”.  The 

sobriety requirement is 90 days.  To volunteer, call 

Brenda C. at 256-508-1454 or leave a message at 

the Central Office at 256-885-0323. 

Sunday—12 to 2 PM Tuesday—12 to 2 PM  

Wednesday 8 to 10 AM  Thursday—4 to 6 PM    

 Friday—8 to 10 AM 

  





 


