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From the Editor: 

Please keep in mind that this publication is 

by and for District 20  AA members.  With-

out your input, I have nothing to print.  

Yes, I could go out on the internet and 

copy a lot of material, however, this paper 

is meant for YOUR information—from 

YOUR group to share with other local 

groups.  AA birthdays, group anniversaries, 

group moves—all information on these are 

welcomed as well as your individual input. 

  Bill P., Ed. 

 
 

The Beacon Statement 

The Beacon is published to foster unity, facilitate 

communication among AA members and groups 

within the North Alabama area, and present the 

experience and opinions of individual members of 

Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of Alcohol-

ism and recovery from it.  Opinions in The Beacon 

are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a 

whole, nor does publication of any article imply 

endorsement by Alcoholics Anonymous or the 

Huntsville Area Intergroup Association.  We aim to 

be an instrument of carrying the A.A. message, 

and to publish AA related material, including per-

sonal stories of experience strength, and hope—as 

well as what we feel to be important information 

about what is happening in this area.  All material 

is reviewed by the Beacon editor and the Hunts-

ville Area Intergroup Association.  

The Beacon on the Web!   

For those who have access to the “Web”, The Beacon is avail-

able via the internet.  Just visit the AA District 20 web site at: 

http://www.aahuntsvilleal.org and click on the “NEWS” menu 

entry.   Each issue will be posted (in PDF format) for download 

directly after publication.   

  ————————————- 

Beacon Submissions 

To reach the editor with article suggestions, feedback, contri-

butions and ideas:  Email to: beacon@aahsv.org. Or drop off 

at The Beacon mailbox inside the Central Office, 3322 S. Me-

morial Pkwy, Bldg 600, Suite 603, or call 256-885-0323. 

  

 

An Alcoholics Anonymous Prayer  

 

Almighty God, I humbly pray, 

Lead me, guide me through this day. 

Cast out my selfishness and sin, 

Open my heart to let You in. 

Help me now as I blindly stray 

Over the pitfalls along the way. 

Let me have courage to face each task, 

Invest me with loving patience, I ask. 

Care for me through each hour today, 

Strengthen and guard me now, I pray. 

 

As I forgive, forgive me too, 

Needing Your mercy as I do. 

Oh, give to me Your loving care, 

Never abandon me to despair. 

Yesterday's wrongs I would seek to right, 

Make me more perfect in Your sight. 

Oh, teach me to live the best I can, 

Use me to help my fellow man. 

Save me from acts of bitter shame, 

 
-- I humbly ask it in Your name.  

 
(Anonymous) 

  



  



 

Outside the “Rooms” 

By Bill P., Editor 

A few weeks ago, I was approached by the chairman of the District 20 Committee for Professional 

Cooperation to see if I would set up an AA display at the “Court Referral, Community Corrections, 

and Drug Courts Joint Conference” to be held at the Huntsville Marriott Hotel from Oct 21st to 24th, 

2014.  I would be responsible to chair two AA meetings as part of that conference.  This was com-

pletely new to me, but, in the spirit of “when asked”, I accepted the challenge.   It was suggested 

that I contact the GSO CPC office to send a certain amount of CPC literature.  I was very pleased 

when, a few days later, two boxes of literature and a display stand arrived by way of UPS.  After ob-

taining the other CPC display and literature, my good friend, Fred T. helped me carry the boxes and 

the displays into the conference area—and everything was set up on the 21st.  Only one person be-

sides myself came to the AA meeting on the 22nd—an AA member from out-of-town with 26 years 

of sobriety.  Three individuals came to the meeting on the 23rd.  Low attendance—yes.  But never-

theless, AA was represented.  Additionally, on two different occasions, I had the opportunity to en-

gage in informal conversations with a few conference attendees—conversations about sobriety, re-

covery, problems other than alcohol, and a few other recovery topics.  The main importance of 

these discussions was that I was sharing my recovery experiences with non-alcoholics.  I was im-

pressed and amazed that a few of those individuals were well aware of the 12 Steps and their appli-

cation. 

So, why have I related these events?  For five reasons:  (1)  Participation in this event was the very 

first time (in over 32 years) that I’d been asked to perform service work OUTSIDE of an AA recovery 

atmosphere.  (2)  I had to prepare for this event by reviewing AA literature pertaining to participa-

tion at non-AA meetings.  (3)  I was well outside of my “comfort zone” especially when talking about 

AA to non-AA members.  (4) I was filled with gratitude that I was allowed to extend the “hand of AA” 

— with the literature, the display, and my own presence — in a place other than an AA “room”. And 

(5)  I gained a stronger understanding of the continuing need for cooperation with various elements 

of the professional community—in this case, the judicial system. 

Perhaps the “bottom line” to this entire experience (for me, at least) was that we, as AA members, 

should remain open to opportunities for service in other areas besides individual and group (home 

and other) participation.  I believe this is part of “giving away the entire product”.   

Downtown Group News 

The Downtown group will hosting a pot luck dinner on Dec 7th 2014. We will eat at 

11:30AM and have a speaker at 1:00PM  The group will provide ham and drinks. 

  







First Stop Meeting for the Homeless 

 

There is a meeting at First Stop every Friday at 4pm.  The address is 

206 Stokes Street, Huntsville.  This meeting allows us to carry the mes-

sage to the homeless, and is a great meeting to attend if you are able.  

New Location for Madison Hopeful Group 

Madison Hopeful Group will be moving on October 31st and November 1st, 

2014.  The red arrow points to the approximate location of the new meeting 

room.  The address is 8006 Old Madison Pike, Suite 1B, Madison Mall Shopping 

Center.  Volunteers to help with the move should be at the present location at 

Hughes Road on either Friday or Saturday—Oct. 31st or Nov. 1st.    

  

 


