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The Beacon Statement 

The Beacon is published to foster unity, facilitate 

communication among AA members and groups 

within the North Alabama area, and present the 

experience and opinions of individual members of 

Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of Alcohol-

ism and recovery from it.  Opinions in The Beacon 

are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a 

whole, nor does publication of any article imply 

endorsement by Alcoholics Anonymous or the 

Huntsville Area Intergroup Association.  We aim to 

be an instrument of carrying the A.A. message, 

and to publish AA related material, including per-

sonal stories of experience strength, and hope—as 

well as what we feel to be important information 

about what is happening in this area.  All material 

is reviewed by the Beacon editor and the Hunts-

ville Area Intergroup Association.  

  

The Beacon on the Web!   

For those who have access to the “Web”, The Beacon is avail-

able via the internet.  Just visit the AA District 20 web site at: 

http://www.aahuntsvilleal.org and click on the “NEWS” menu 

entry.   Each issue will be posted (in PDF format) for download 

directly after publication.   

  ————————————- 

Beacon Submissions 

To reach the editor with article suggestions, feedback, contri-

butions and ideas:  Email to: beaon@aahsv.org. Or drop off at 

The Beacon mailbox inside the Central Office, 3322 S. Memo-

rial Pkwy, Bldg 600, Suite 603, or call 256-885-0323. 

  

From the editor’s desk: 

The following anonymous poem was recently 

passed on to me and I  can identify with most of 

the thoughts it contains.  Perhaps some of you 

can identify too. 

     Bill P. 

 

How It Works 

Utter confusion, misery and pain, 

Humiliation, Remorseful, Ashamed; 

Dreading to face the light of each day; 

Not wanting to hear what people would say. 

 

Like, where is your will power? where is your pride? 

They don't understand that deep down inside 

I wish I knew the answer to give, 

And how to find the courage to live. 

 

I had taken the pills they told me I should; 

I tried all the cures, but they did no good. 

I made many promises and meant them too, 

But the compulsion to drink is stronger than you. 

 

One day a friend happened to say: 

“I know the answer – I can show you the way; 

All it takes is an open mind; 

Believe what you hear from your own kind.” 

 

I went to a meeting.  They read chapter five. 

The steps made more sense.  Hope was revived. 

I saw living proof of what faith can do. 

It worked for them; why not you? 



District 20 Corrections Committee 

Meeting on September 29th, 2012 

At Fellowship Group—1:30 PM 

1. Men and women volunteers are 

needed to attend established meet-

ings at the Morgan County Correc-

tional Center, Limestone County De-

tention Center, and the Limestone 

Correctional Facility (men only). 

2. Volunteers are needed to establish 

meetings in other detention cen-

ters—such as the Madison County jail 

facility.   

3. For more information contact Karin 

Morley at (cell) 928-243-5784 or at e-

mail: karin.morley@mediacombb.net 

4. Ordinarily, these facilities require a 

back-ground check—no felonies— no 

sex offenses. 

5. In addition to back-ground checks, 

Limestone Correctional Facility re-

quires volunteers to attend training 

sessions before being allowed to en-

ter the prison facility.  The most re-

cent schedule of training sessions is 

listed on the other side of this page. 

6.  Be prepared for a very rewarding 

12th Step experience!   

More about Corrections 

Following is an excerpt from a letter dated August 

4th, 2013 from  Chaplain James E. Williams  at Lime-

stone Correctional Facility: 

“Training sessions have been scheduled for all per-

sons who desire to participate in Prison Ministry.  

New guidelines require that everyone attend these 

sessions, including previous volunteers and new vol-

unteers. 

“Letters have been sent to local churches to spread 

the word to their members and others who desire 

to enter the prison for the purpose of providing 

spiritual ministry to the inmates here at Limestone. 

“Listed below are the upcoming sessions this fall.  

Please add these dates to your calendar and your 

presence is welcomed. 

 

Thursday, September 26, 2013 at 6:30 PM 

First Church—Seventh Day Adventist,  

1303 Evangel Dr., Huntsville, AL 35896.   

Tel: 256-852-8360 

 

Saturday, October 12, 2013 at 9:00 AM 

Capshaw Baptist Church,  

14944 Dupree Worthey Road, Harvest, AL 35749.   

Tel : 256-232-7763 

 

Saturday, November 2, 2013 at 9:00 AM 

Bridge Builders Church 

1801 Beltline Road, Decatur, AL 

256-432-0413 (church) 

256-654-3863 (contact) Carl Willingham” 



 

 

The Alkie and the Mystery Novel 

Some people say the first mystery novel published in the USA was "Murder in the Rue Morgue”.  It didn't have a drunk in it, 
but most of us associate the author, Edgar Allen Poe, with booze.  So that's a start.  These articles will probably miss a few AA 
related writers and mysteries so I hope that you might fill in some of those I miss here.  The longest running series of detective 
fiction that has an alcoholic in it is the Matt Scudder series by Lawrence Block.  I am suggesting that fans can hear some good 
stuff on:  The Evolution of Matthew Scudder by L. Block - YouTube  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBCYlRs3TpY  Oct 16, 
2008 - Uploaded by WilliamMorrow1. The Evolution of Matthew Scudder by L. Block ... Block talks with Charles Ardai about 
his ...  < see the you tube film  for the remainder of the discussion> 

This you tube talks about how the character mimics Block's  personal life. Block himself has stated that he will not break his 
anonymity in AA, but it is easy to read the novels and see the character's struggle to stay sober and draw the conclusion that 
his life was mirroring the authors'. 

Scudder is a disgraced NYPD cop who was kicked off the force for the accidental shooting of a child.  He makes a living doing 
favors for people and like the John D. Macdonald character , Travis McGee, he "recovers" things for a fee. Somewhere around 
the book "All The Flowers Are Dying," the character has clearly become one of us in AA.  Scudder goes to a number of Manhat-
ten meetings that really exist.  On top of these facts, the books themselves are great reading.  In 1967, Block created his first 
series character, Evan Tanner, in “The Thief Who Couldn’t Sleep”. Three years later, he produced the first of four books featur-
ing Chip Harrison in a series that was obviously a tribute to the work of Rex Stout. And then, in 1976, Block introduced Mat-
thew Scudder in “The Sins of the Fathers”.  

The latest Scudder, who has aged in real time, is in his 70’s.  The novel starts as two friends , Scudder and  Mick Ballou, are 
talking about a friend in the AA program who was murdered.  It goes on to expand the story and the reader finds out that this 
fellow had done a Forth Step in which he reveals his and others parts in a serious crime.  Somehow, this Step, appears to be 
the reason he was killed. The novel is:  "A drop of The Hard Stuff." 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=matt%20scudder%20series%20l.%20block&source=web&cd=5&ved=0CDYQtwIwBA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DMBCYlRs3TpY&ei=eFYSUqDjJ8TfyQG3kIHgBQ&usg=AFQjCNFQxnOizoDstrAt4ZHaFTM74JM5Eg&bvm=bv.50768961,d.aWc


 


